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University of Wisconsin-Madison
Elementary Sanskrit, ASIALANG 317 & 327

Credits: 8 Credits

Course Designations and Attributes:

Foreign Language, 1% & 2" Semester Language Course

Level — Elementary

L&S Credit — Counts as Liberal Arts and Science credit in L&S

Course Description:
Introductory Sanskrit provides students with a systematic introduction to the rules of Sanskrit

grammar. Over the course of eight weeks, students will master the basics of the grammar, develop
a working vocabulary, and begin to read texts written in classical Sanskrit. The course aims for
students to acquire the ability to read and write in Sanskrit, comprehend simple sentences orally,
and hone translation skills. Upon the completion of this course, they will have the necessary skill
set to join the intermediate Sanskrit class at their home institutions.

The first semester will lay the foundation for the study of the language. Students will not
only learn how to read and write in the Devanagari script, but they will also work to master sandhi
and gain familiarity with the basic nominal paradigms and the present-system of verbs. In the
second semester, the focus will be on advanced aspects of Sanskrit grammar. Students will master
these new aspects of the language through reading, writing, and translation exercises. Toward the
end of the course, they will also begin to read select stories from texts like the Hitopadesa (Friendly
Advice), the Vikramacarita (The Adventures of King Vikrama), and the Kathasaritsagara (The
Ocean of Rivers of Stories).

Requisites: There are no prerequisites for this course.

Meeting Time and Location: 9:00-11:00 a.m., 12:00-2:00 p.m. Central Time, on Zoom
Instructional Modality: Online

Instructor: Dr. Timothy Lorndale

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 2:05-3:05 PM (CST), or by appointment

Email: lorndale@wisc.edu



mailto:lorndale@wisc.edu

Course Learning Outcomes

*Read and write in the Devandagari script

*Firmly grasp the fundamentals of Sanskrit’s grammar

*Memorize important verbal and nominal paradigms and be able to recite them

*Develop a working vocabulary in Sanskrit

*Produce sentences that use a variety of forms and constructions

*Read short narratives composed in classical Sanskrit with the help of a dictionary
and parse their grammatical forms

Be able to listen and to comprehend simple sentences orally

«Join the intermediate Sanskrit class at the student’s home institution

How Credit Hours are Met by the Course

The credit standard for this course is met by an expectation of a total of 180 hours of student
engagement with the course learning activities (at least 45 hours per credit), which include
regularly scheduled instructor and student meeting times (e.g., 4 hours of synchronous course
sessions daily, 5 sessions per week), reading, writing, listening, speaking, and out-of-class
homework and project activities.

Regular and Substantive Student-Instructor Interaction

This course meets the regular and substantive student-instructor interaction requirement. By
engaging students in teaching, learning and assessment through direct instruction, providing
feedback on student work, providing information about course content, and facilitating discussion
of course content on a weekly basis. Regular and substantive student-instructor interaction, as
defined by the US Department of Education (Within 34 C.F.R. 8600.2), is always a requirement
of UW-Madison for-credit learning activities

Course Website and Digital Instructional Tools
« Link to institute website: https://sasli.wisc.edu/
« Link to Canvas pages:
[semester one:] https://canvas.wisc.edu/courses/459974
[semester two:] https://canvas.wisc.edu/courses/460016

Required Textbooks and Other Course Materials

Required Textbook

Ruppel, A.M. The Cambridge Introduction to Sanskrit. Cambridge UP, 2017.
*Textbook’s Website : https://www.cambridge-sanskrit.org/

Other Required Materials
Pencils, lined paper, and notecards
Non-Required Textbook (I will provide excerpts during the second semester semester)



https://sasli.wisc.edu/
https://canvas.wisc.edu/courses/459974
https://canvas.wisc.edu/courses/460016
https://www.cambridge-sanskrit.org/

Ruppel, Antonia M. An Introductory Sanskrit Reader. Brill, 2022

*Any other materials used in the class, such as handouts, notes or audio recordings will be
distributed on our course’s Canvas page.

Homework and Other Assignments
Homework will be assigned as a part of every class. | ask that students please handwrite every

assignment. This work will be due the following morning, at the start of class. Students may submit
their assignments via Canvas, by either scanning it or uploading a photo of it (cellphone pictures
are fine!).

It is also important to note that homework is graded solely on the basis of its submission
and not on its correctness. The goal of these at-home assignments is to allow students to practice
and experiment with the language without worrying about being penalized. | will be sure to
promptly provide everyone comments and corrections on their work, so please be sure to read them
carefully!

*While late homework occasionally happens, it will be especially important in this class

for students to stay up to date on their assignments.

Exams, Quizzes, Papers and Other Major Graded Work
Quizzes

Between Monday and Thursday, class will begin with a short quiz (9:00-9:15 am). Its aim is to
test students’ comprehension of the material covered in the previous day. The quizzes will focus
on topics like the Devanagart script, nominal declensions, verbal conjugations, sandhi, and other
parts of speech. Quizzes will be hosted on Canvas.
*Semester 1 quiz dates: Week 1-July 17-19; Week 2—June 23-26; Week 3—June 30-July 2;
Week 4: July 7-10
*Semester 2 quiz dates: Week 5-July 14-17; Week 6-July 21-24; Week 7: July 28-31;
[Week 8 will be dedicated to reading practice]
Tests
There will be a test every Friday afternoon during the final half hour of class (1:30-2 pm). Students
will be asked to put into practice what they learned during that particular week. Tests will be
handwritten, and students will need to scan or to photograph their work for submission.
«Semester 1 test dates: July 20, June 27, July 3 (Thurs.)
«Semester 2 test dates: July 18, July 25, August 1

*The materials covered in the quizzes and tests are cumulative.

*The vocabulary will be drawn from the relevant chapters in the textbook.

*Tests and quizzes will be closed book.

*There will be no make-up quizzes or tests, without prior authorization from SASLI’s
administration.

Final Exams



This course will have two final exams. The first semester exam will take place on July 11, and the
second semester’s will be on August 8. More information about each exam will be provided closer
to the date.

Grading
Attendance & Active participation: 15%

*Homework: 25%
*Quizzes: 15%
*Tests: 15%
*Exams: 30%

A AB B BC C D F
100-90% | 89-87% | 86-80% | 79-77% | 76-70% | 69-60% | 59-0%

*As described below, students are expected to attend every class and to arrive on time. Excessive
tardiness will not be tolerated.

*To earn points for active participation, students must come to class on time and be ready to
participate in the course’s activities. They should prepare that day’s material ahead of time, bring
questions that they would like further clarification on, and be willing to work with their fellow
classmates in a respectful manner.

+Final grades for this course will not be curved.
+Students will receive a grade at the end of each semester.

*Grades on homework, tests, and quizzes will be maintained on the course’s Canvas page, so
students may track their progress throughout the summer.

Course Schedule/Calendar
Important dates to include on your calendar:

*No class on July 4 (Friday)

Daily Schedule

Activities

9:00-9:15 *Quiz (M-T-W-Th)

9:15-11:00 Grammar Lessons / Practice / Homework Review / Small
Group Work

11:00-12:00 Lunch Break

12:00-1:30 Grammar Lessons / Practice / Homework Review / Small
Group Work

1:30-2:00 *Recitation of Nominal and Verbal Paradigms (M-T-W-Th)
*Test (F)

Schedule for Weeks One and Two (June 16-27)




Weekly schedules will be distributed throughout the course. The following two weeks are subject
to change, but they are meant to provide students with an idea of the pace we are aiming for this

summer.

Week 1 (June 16-20)




Date & Lesson Topic, Skills and Activities | Assignment & Deadline | Learning Outcome
Time
Day 1 *Introductions & Syllabus review *Due June 17 (9am): *Introduce students to Sanskrit’s
June 16, *Devanagart script (ch. 1) 1.ex. 1 (p. 16) rich cultural and material
2025 ~Initial forms of vowels 2. Ruppel’s Devanagari histories.
-Consonants (stops, semi- practice sheet *Learn how to write the initial-
vowels, and sibilants) vowels and consonants in
*Read: Devanagari script, and to
-Ch. 0 (pp. 1-6) correctly pronounce them.
-Ch. 1 (pp. 9-15)
Day 2 *Devanagart script (ch. 1) *Due June 18 (9am) *Master the basic vowel and
June 17, -Writing consonants with 1. Ex. 2 (p. 16) consonant forms
2025 non-a vowels 2. Ex. 3 (p. 16) *Learn to write the consonants
-How to write words 3. Ex4 (p.17) with all the different possible
-Conjunct consonants vowels
*Read: *Gain familiarity with how
-Ch. 2 (pp. 18-21) words are constructed using the
-Ch. 2a (pp. 25-27) Devandgari script
Day 3 *Devandagart script (ch. 1) *Due June 19 (9am) *Answer any questions that
June 18, -Review 1. Ex. 1(p.22) remain about the Devanagari
2025 -Conjunct consonants, cont. g Ei g 22'2232)) Soain familiarity with the
*Sansk .-i(:lpt \I/vrap—uE 92 4. EX. 4 (pp. 24-25) linguistic principles that govern
anskrit ono. 09}’ (ch. 2-2a) the ordering of the syllables.
-Organization of the syllables | *Read:
-Voicing & aspiration -Ch. 3 (pp. 29-34)
-Places of articulation -Ch. 4 (pp. 38-40)
-Light & heavy syllables
Day 4 *Phonology review & wrap-up Due June 20 (9am) *Introduce students to Sanskrit’s
June 19, *Map out the Sanskrit verbal system 1. Ex. 1 (p. 36) verbal system
2025 *Present indicative verbs 2. Ex. 1 (p. 41) *Learn how to conjugate verbs in
-Basics of verbal conjugation | 3 gy 2 (p. 41) the present indicative.
-Classes one, four, and six 4.Ex.3 (p. 42 *How to transform a verb root
% . .Ex. 3 (p. 42)
Composing one-word sentences 5. Ex. 4 (p. 42 from a verb root to a verbal stem
.Ex. 4 (p. 42) .
and then to a fully conjugated
* . verb.
Cls_egd(bp. 43-50) *Using verbs to create one-word
Ch. 6 (pp. 57-60) sentences
Day 5 *Conjugate and recite verbs in classes *Due June 23 (9am) *Review how verbs are used to
June 20, 1,4, and 6. 1.EX. 1 (p. 61) create sentences, using different
2025 *Create more one-word sentences 2.Ex.2 (p. 61 persons and numbers.
*Introduction to Sanskrit nominals 3. Ex. 3 (p. 62) *Learn the basics of Sanskrit

-Nouns (number & gender)
-Adjectives /Participles
-Pronouns
-Cases & their meanings
-case agreement
-post positions
*a-stem nouns (masc. & neu.)
*how to decline them
*reciting declension chart
*Creating sentences with both nouns &
verbs

4. EX. 4 (pp. 62-63)

*Read:
*ch. 6 (pp. 63-65)

nouns
*Cases and why they are used.
*How to decline nouns that end
in short-a.

*Form sentences using both
verbs and nouns.

*Practice using different cases to
affect the meaning of sentences.




Week 2 (June 23-27)

Date & Lesson Topic, Skills and Activities | Assignment & Deadline Learning Outcome
Time
Day 1 *Review homework from ch. 6 *Due June 24 (9am) *Review the material learned on
June 23, | *Practice declining a-stem nouns in 1. Write 10 sentences in Thursday and Friday
2025 both masc. and neu. genders Sanskrit that use the *Reinforce the basic methods of
*Create more sentences using a wider | vocabulary from chapters 3- | composing sentences in Sanskrit
variety of case-endings, persons, and 6. Three of your sentences *Practice reciting both verbal
numbers. may be one-word phrases; conjugations and nominal
*How to read Sanskrit: but the rest must use nouns declensions
*Review pp. 63-65 in Ruppel | that are correctly declined. *Learn how to read in Sanskrit,
*Reading ex. on pp. 66-67 *Be sure that your using the exercises at the end of
agent and verb ch. 6.
agree in number &
person
*Read:
Ch. 7 (68-74)
Day 2 *Vowel gradation *Due June 25 (9am) *The theory behind vowel
June 24, *gupa vs. vrddhi Ex. 1 (p. 76) gradation
2025 *Class 10 verbs in present indicative EXx. 2 (p. 76) *Examine places where we have
*The causative EX. 4 (p. 77) already used vowel gradation
Ex. 5 (pp. 77-78) (class 1 & 6 verbs)
EX. 6 (p. 78) *Learn new places to apply
these rules (ex. class 10 verbs;
*Read: causative verbs)
Ch. 8 (pp. 80-86)
Day 3 *Review & Translation practice: *Due June 26 (9am) *Review and practice the
June 25, EXx. 7 (pp. 78-79) 1. Ex. 1. (p. 88) material learned thus far through
2025 Ch. 7 Readings (p. 79) 2. Ex. 2 (pp. 88-89) two translation exercises.
3. Ex. 3 (p. 89) *Explore the usage of participles
*Introduction to Participles 4. Write 4 sentences in in Sanskrit sentences to create
*Formation and use of: Sanskrit. Two sentences new clauses
1. absolutives (ktva) must use an absolutive, the *Practicing agreement in
2. ta-participle (kta) other two must use a ta- number/gender/case between
participle. nouns and the participles that
**Basic internal sandhi used for the modify them.
formation of participles *Read: *Learn to form two types of
Ch. 9 (pp. 92-96) participle using verb roots
learned in earlier chapters
*Introduce students to the idea
of internal sandhi and show how
these rules are put into practice
to form certain participles.
Day 4 *Review & Translation practice: *Due June 27 (9am) *Introduce students to the
June 26, Ch. 8, ex. 4 (pp. 89-90) 1. Ex. 1 (pp. 97-98) feminine gender
2025 Ch. 8, readings (pp. 90-91) 2. Ex 2 (p. 98) *Learn to decline nouns that end
3. Ex. 3 (p. 99) in long-a




*a-stem nouns (fem.) & their
declension

*Using adjectives and ta-participles
with @-stem nouns.

*Comparative & superlative suffixes
*Adverbs

*Internal sandhi II: the ruki rule*

4. Ex. 4 (p. 99): Sentences
1-4

*Read:
Ch. 10 (pp. 101-104)

*Declining participles and
adjectives so that they can be
used with a-stem nouns.
*Learn how to use adverbs in a
sentence.

*Introduce students to another
principle of internal sandhi, the
ruki rule, to explain the
retroflection of s.

Day 5
June 27,
2025

*Review & translation practice
*ch. 9, ex. 4 (p.99)
*ch. 9, readings (pp. 99-100)
*Prepositions
*Preverbs (upasargas)
*how preverbs nuance the
meaning of verbs we already know:
Ex. (1) gam-to go, (2) ni-to
lead, (3) bhii-to be/become

*Basic sandhi rules for using preverbs.

*Due June 30 (9am)

1. Ex 1 (pp. 105-06)

2. Ex. 2 (p. 106)

3. Readings (pp. 107-08)

*Read:

Ch. 11 (pp. 109-113)

*Learn how preverbs can
subtlety (or not) change the
meaning of familiar verb roots.

Quiz Subjects:

Week 1

June 17: Devanagari — Vowels and Consonants
June 18: Devanagari — Consonants with vowels & basic word formation
June 19: Devanagari (wrap-up) & Sanskrit Phonology

Week 2

June 23: a-stem nominal declension
June 24: Translation of a sentence using nouns (agent, dir. obj., etc.) and verbs
June 25: Vowel gradation

June 26: Absolutives / ta-participles

WISLI Program Policies
WISLI Attendance Policy

Students may miss one class per semester without penalty; a second absence can result in a full
grade deduction; three or more absences may lead to an additional grade reduction or automatic

failure.

WISLI Tardiness Policy
Given the intensive nature of the summer language classes, it is imperative to be ready to join class
on time for both 2 hour sessions. To ensure a productive learning environment for all participants,




WISLI defines tardiness as the following:

*Tardiness: arriving more than 5 minutes late to a class session.

*Excessive tardiness: arriving more than 10 minutes late to any session.
*Tardiness in excess of 30 minutes will be considered an absence for the 2-hour
session.

*Repeated tardiness:
*Three instances of tardiness will result in a warning. A fourth instance of
tardiness will require a meeting with an Academic Director.
*Three instances of excessive tardiness (arriving more than 10 minutes late but less

than 30) will be counted as one absence for the 2 hours.

*Repeated tardiness in excess of 30 minutes will then be subject to the WISLI
absence policy. Continued tardiness or excessive tardiness may result
in further penalty or dismissal.

WISLI understands that unforeseen circumstances can occur. Please communicate any tardiness
or absences to the course instructor as soon as possible.

WISLI Technology Policy

There are many helpful online tools available to language learners, and it is expected that these
tools are used responsibly and in alignment with UW-Madison expectations of academic integrity
and guidelines on generative artificial intelligence. Do not use translation software such as Google
Translate or Al tools such as Microsoft Copilot unless your instructor directs you to use these tools
for assignments or projects. And in these instances, these types of tools are only to be used in the
manner permitted by the instructor. Ask your instructor for clarification if you have any questions
about what is allowed.

Class Al Policy

The use of artificial intelligence (Al) tools and applications (including, but not limited to, Copilot,
DALL-E, and others) for course assignments and assessments does not support the learning
objectives of this course and is prohibited. Using them in any way for this course is a violation of
the course’s expectations and will be addressed through UW-Madison’s academic misconduct
policy, specifically UWS 14.03(1)b (b) Uses unauthorized materials or fabricated data in any
academic exercise.

UW-Madison Academic Policies and Statements

Academic Calendar & Religious Observations. View the full academic calendar in addition to
information about religious and election day observances. Students are responsible for notifying
instructors within the first two weeks of classes about any need for flexibility due to religious
observances.

Establishment of the academic calendar for the University of Wisconsin—Madison falls within the
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authority of the faculty as set forth in Faculty Policies and Procedures. Construction of the
academic calendar is subject to various rules and laws prescribed by the Board of Regents, the
Faculty Senate, State of Wisconsin and the federal government. Find additional dates and deadlines
for students on the Office of the Registrar website.

Academic Integrity. By virtue of enrollment, each student agrees to uphold the high academic
standards of the University of Wisconsin—Madison; academic misconduct is behavior that
negatively impacts the integrity of the institution. Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, unauthorized
collaboration and helping others commit these previously listed acts are examples of misconduct
which may result in disciplinary action. Examples of disciplinary sanctions include, but are not
limited to, failure on the assignment/course, written reprimand, disciplinary probation, suspension
or expulsion.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The University of Wisconsin—Madison
supports the right of all enrolled students to a full and equal educational opportunity. The
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Wisconsin State Statute (36.12) and UW-Madison policy
(UW-855) require the university to provide reasonable accommodations to students with
disabilities to access and participate in its academic programs and educational services. Faculty
and students share responsibility in the accommodation process. Students are expected to inform
faculty of their need for instructional accommodations during the beginning of the semester, or as
soon as possible after being approved for accommodations. Faculty will work either directly with
the student or in coordination with the McBurney Disability Resource Center to provide reasonable
instructional and course-related accommodations. Disability information, including instructional
accommodations as part of a student’s educational record, is confidential and protected under
FERPA.

Course Evaluations. Students at the University of Wisconsin—Madison have the opportunity to
evaluate their learning experiences and the courses they are enrolled in through course evaluations.
Many instructors use a digital course evaluation tool to collect feedback from students. Students
typically receive notifications two weeks prior to the end of the semester requesting that they
complete course evaluations. Student participation is an integral component of course
development, and confidential feedback is important. UW-Madison strongly encourages student
participation in course evaluations.

Diversity & Inclusion. Diversity is a source of strength, creativity, and innovation for the
University of Wisconsin—Madison. We value the contributions of each person and respect the
profound ways their identity, culture, background, experience, status, abilities, and opinion enrich
the university community. We commit ourselves to the pursuit of excellence in teaching, research,
outreach, and diversity as inextricably linked goals. UW-Madison fulfills its public mission by
creating a welcoming and inclusive community for people from every background — people who
as students, faculty, and staff serve Wisconsin and the world.

Mental Health and Well-Being. Students often experience stressors that can impact both their
academic experience and personal well-being. These may include mental health concerns,
substance misuse, sexual or relationship violence, family circumstances, campus climate, financial
matters, among others.
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UW-Madison students are encouraged to learn about and utilize the university’s mental health
services and/or other resources as needed. Student can visit uhs.wisc.edu or call University Health
Services at (608) 265-5600 to learn more.

Privacy of Student Records & Use of Audio Recorded Lectures. Lecture materials and
recordings for this course are protected intellectual property at UW-Madison. Students enrolled
in this course may use the materials and recordings for their personal use related to participation
in the course. Students may also take notes solely for their personal use. If a lecture is not already
recorded, students are not authorized to record lectures without permission unless they are
considered by the university to be a qualified student with a disability who has an approved
accommodation that includes recording. [Regent Policy Document 4-1] Students may not copy or
have lecture materials and recordings outside of class, including posting on internet sites or selling
to commercial entities, with the exception of sharing copies of personal notes as a notetaker
through the McBurney Disability Resource Center. Students are otherwise prohibited from
providing or selling their personal notes to anyone else or being paid for taking notes by any person
or commercial firm without the instructor’s express written permission. Unauthorized use of these
copyrighted lecture materials and recordings constitutes copyright infringement and may be
addressed under the university’s policies, UWS Chapters 14 and 17, governing student academic
and non-academic misconduct. View more information about FERPA.

Students’ Rules, Rights & Responsibilities. View more information about student rules, rights
and responsibilities such as student privacy rights, sharing of academic record information,
academic integrity and grievances.

Teaching and Learning Data Transparency. The privacy and security of faculty, staff and
students’ personal information is a top priority for UW—Madison. The university carefully reviews
and vets all campus-supported digital tools used for teaching and learning, including those that
support data empowered educational practices and proctoring. View more information about
teaching and learning data transparency at UW—Madison.
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