
WISLI Virtual Open 
House

November 30, 2021: 2pm - 3pm



UW-MADISON LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
STATEMENT

The University of Wisconsin-Madison occupies ancestral Ho-Chunk land, a place their nation 
has called Teejop (day-JOPE) since time immemorial. 

In an 1832 treaty, the Ho-Chunk were forced to cede this territory. 

Decades of ethnic cleansing followed when both the federal and state government 
repeatedly, but unsuccessfully, sought to forcibly remove the Ho-Chunk from Wisconsin. 

This history of colonization informs our shared future of collaboration and innovation. 

Today, the University of Wisconsin-Madison respects the inherent sovereignty of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation, along with the eleven other First Nations of Wisconsin.



• Intro & Land Acknowledgement
Sarah Linkert (CESSI)

• Get to know WISLI & your Summer 2022 language options
Kerry Uniyal (APTLI, MULTI, Project GO) & 
Summer Language Institute Coordinators

• Scholarships, Funding Resources & FLAS
Sarah Linkert (CESSI) & Kerry Uniyal (APTLI, MULTI, Project GO) 

• Application Tips & Tricks, CVs & Resumes
Sarah Linkert (CESSI)

• Essays and Statements of Purpose 
Marissa Beaty (SASLI)

• Recommendation Letters 
Jinda Moore (SEASSI & SIPI)

• Q & A

Event Agenda
Goals

● Learn about your Summer 
2022 language program 
options & funding 
opportunities

● Explore expectations & 
best practices in applying 
for language-related 
study or financial aid

● Share insider tips & tricks 
for creating competitive 
language applications

● Highlight resources & 
application support



Why study a language intensively next summer?

Make the most of your summer! By learning a 
language intensively Summer 2022, you can:

• Learn two semesters’ worth of language in just 
8 short weeks! 

• Earn academic credit - typically 8 credits!
• Set yourself apart both academically and 

professionally. Learning a less commonly 
taught language (LCTL) is a resume/CV game 
changer!

• Get a jump start on your study abroad 
experience - learn a language this summer & 
study abroad in fall!

• Be eligible for full tuition funding and other 
scholarship opportunities!



Wisconsin Intensive Summer 
Language Institutes (WISLI)

THE FUTURE IS MULTILINGUAL. SHOULDN’T YOU BE?



Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language 
Institutes (WISLI)
 
WISLI programs are hosted every summer through 
UW-Madison

They are open to undergrad & grad students, 
professionals, and non-traditional students

WISLI comprises of five summer language institutes 
which offer high-quality courses in 30 less 
commonly taught languages (LTCLs), and a 
self-directed Multilanguage seminar:

• APTLI
• CESSI 
• MULTI
• SASLI
• SEASSI
• SIPI



Arabic, Persian, and Turkish 
Language Institute (APTLI)

Part of the Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language Institutes (WISLI)



Arabic, Persian, and Turkish Language Institute 
(APTLI)

• Provides instruction in Middle Eastern & 
Mediterranean languages and introduces 
students to the rich world of Middle Eastern 
& Mediterranean history and culture.

• Now accepting Summer 2022 applications! 
Priority application deadline is April 1st, 
2022

• FLAS fellowships available!
• Beginning, Intermediate & Advanced 

Levels offered
• Language Offerings: Arabic, Persian, 

Turkish
*Additional languages from the Middle East and Mediterranean regions may 

be added with sufficient student interest.



Central Eurasian Studies 
Summer Institute (CESSI)

Part of the Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language Institutes (WISLI)



Central Eurasian Studies Summer Institute (CESSI)

• Provides instruction in Central Eurasian 
languages and introduces students to 
the rich world of Central Eurasian history 
and culture.

• Priority application deadline is Feb.1st, 
2022

• FLAS and Title VIII Fellowships 
available!

• Language Offerings: Kazakh, Tajik, 
Uyghur, and Uzbek*

*Additional levels and languages, such as Kyrgyz or Azerbaijani, 
may be offered with sufficient student interest.



Intensive Summer 
Multilanguage Seminar (MULTI)

Part of the Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language Institutes (WISLI)



Intensive Summer Multilanguage Seminar 
(MULTI)
The Intensive Summer Multilanguage Seminar allows 
students engage in supported, self-directed language 
study.

This is a new fully online program to help serve 
students who are not already well-served by traditional 
summer language programs for one of two reasons:

• Students who have achieved such an advanced 
level of language proficiency that traditional 
programs no longer serve their learning needs, or

• Students who are studying rarely-taught languages 
that are otherwise not offered in the classroom.

Eligible for FLAS funding!

Now accepting Summer 2022 applications! Priority 
Deadline is April 1st, 2022.



South Asia Summer 
Language Institute (SASLI) 

Part of the Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language Institutes (WISLI)



South Asia Summer Language Institute (SASLI)

• SASLI offers the first and second year 
study of modern South Asian languages 
and Sanskrit, as well as the third year 
study of Hindi, Sanskrit, and Urdu.

• Now accepting Summer 2022 
applications! Priority application deadline 
is March 15th, 2022

• Full Funding Available! 
• Language Offerings: Bengali, Dari, 

Gujarati, Hindi, Marathi, Nepali, 
Pashto, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sinhala, 
Tamil, Tibetan, and Urdu. 



Southeast Asian Studies 
Summer Institute (SEASSI) 

Part of the Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language Institutes (WISLI)



Southeast Asian Studies Summer Institute (SEASSI)
• Intensive language instruction in Southeast Asian languages with rich cultural 

opportunities and extracurricular activities.
• Application deadline: April 1, 2022*

*Financial aid deadlines may be earlier.

• FLAS Fellowships available!
• Languages offered at the beginning through advanced levels*: Burmese, Filipino, 

Hmong, Indonesian, Khmer, Lao, Thai, Vietnamese
*All languages and levels offered dependent on sufficient student interest. Additional languages, such as 
Javanese, may be offered with sufficient student interest.

• seassi@lpo.wisc.edu



Summer Intensive 
Portuguese Institute (SIPI) 

Part of the Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language Institutes (WISLI)



Summer Intensive Portuguese Institute (SIPI)

• Intensive language instruction 
in beginning Brazilian 
Portuguese for students with 
previous experience in 
Spanish or another Romance 
language (2-3 years’ 
equivalency)

• Cultural and extracurricular 
activities to enhance language 
study

• FLAS Fellowships available!
• sipi@lpo.wisc.edu

“SIPI has been an amazing program which increased 
my confidence and cultural competency greatly. The 
program provided me with a strong sense of 
community and lifelong language skills.”

 – Chandler Maas, UW-Madison



Regional Flagship Language 
Initiatives (RFLI)

A special initiative of the Boren Awards, sponsored by the National Security Education Program 
(NSEP) and administered by the Institute for International Education (IIE)



● Special initiatives of the Boren Awards 
offering intensive domestic study and 
immersive abroad study of:

○ Indonesian (IFLI)
○ Turkish (TURFLI)
○ Hindi and Urdu (SAFLI)

● Fellowship deadline is January 26, 2022
● Scholarship deadline is February 2, 2022

“If you are serious about learning a less 
commonly taught language, apply to the 
Boren FLI Program. There is almost no way 
you can fail, because everyone wants you to 
succeed!” (2020 RFLI alum)

Regional Flagship Language Initiatives (RFLI)



Project Global Officer 
(Project GO)

An initiative sponsored by the Defense Language and National Security Education Office 
(DLNSEO) and administered by the Institute of International Education (IIE)



Project GO @ UW
• Project GO (Global Officer) is an initiative 

of the Defense Language and National 
Security Education Office which is 
administered by the Institute of 
International Education (IIE). 

• Project GO provides fully funded 
scholarships to students commissioning 
through Air Force, Army, and Naval ROTC 
to study critical languages domestically and 
abroad.

• Summer 2022 Domestic Language 
Offerings: Hindi, Indonesian, Russian, 
and Turkish

• Applications for open for Summer 2022! 
Deadline to apply for domestic 
programs is Feb. 22, 2022.



● Boren Scholarships and Fellowships
● Critical Language Scholarships
● Institute-Specific Awards
● FLAS Awards
● More: languages.wisc.edu

● Non-Traditional Students: UW-Madison’s Adult Career and 
Special Student Services, scholarships are available for admitted 
UW–Madison nontraditional and returning adult students. 

○ Application period: November 16th – February 10th
○ Criteria and application: Wisconsin Scholarship Hub (WiSH); 

using the filter, select Division of Continuing Studies scholarships
○ Eligibility: nontraditional or returning adult undergraduate, 

graduate, or professional degree program students at 
UW–Madison

○ https://acsss.wisc.edu/scholarships/ 

Scholarships for Language Learners

Slide Presenter: Sarah Linkert 
(CESSI)

https://acsss.wisc.edu/scholarships/


● FLAS fellowships are funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education and 
administered by the UW's National 
Resource Centers to assist students 
in acquiring foreign language and 
either area or international studies 
competencies. 

● Applicants must be US citizens or 
permanent residents of the United 
States.

● Summer awards are for intensive 
language programs either 
domestically or abroad.

FLAS Awards

Slide Presenter: Kerry Uniyal (WISLI)



Funding Application Tips & Tricks 
DO apply for funding

• Believe in yourself

Tell your story
• Demonstrate why YOU deserve scholarship support
• Highlight individuality

Demonstrate commitment
• Outline relevant future plans
• Indicate commitment

Follow instructions 
Weed out careless mistakes

Slide Presenter: Sarah Linkert 
(CESSI)



Scholarship Review Committee Priorities
• Consider the granter
• Look at award priorities

Frequent Priorities
• Demonstrated Academic Ability
• Language Study History
• Scholarship Use Study Plan 
• Language(s)
• Financial Need
• Diverse Perspective
• Regional Focus
• Career Goals
• Research Interests
• Recommendation Letters

Slide Presenter: Sarah Linkert 
(CESSI)



CVs and Résumés
CV Tips:

• 3-8 pages
• Comprehensive
• Presents notable accomplishments & 

experience

Résumé Tips:
• 1 Page
• Concise, direct
• Connects your skills, strengths to the 

opportunity

Slide Presenter: Sarah Linkert 
(CESSI)

General Tips:
• Heed instructions
• If given a choice, find the 

option that bests suits you
• Tailor to opportunity
• Make it memorable



Essays and Statements
What Reviewers Look For:

• Answers prompt
• Demonstrates your unique perspective
• Meets all specified criteria
• Organized and structured
• Grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Other Tips:
• Written materials should complement but not overlap with CV/résumé 
• Research the opportunity; show familiarity and why you chose to apply for this 

opportunity

Slide Presenter: Marissa Beaty 
(SASLI)



Recommendation Letters
Who to Ask:
1. Advisor or professor you have worked with 

closely
2. Instructor of course relevant to application 

scope or language
3. Recent language instructor (esp. if language 

is the same or related to application language)
4. Recent employer 
5. Someone (not friends/family) who can attest 

that you have the qualities and experience 
opportunity requires

Slide Presenter: Jinda Moore (SEASSI & SIPI)



Recommendation Letters
Request Tips & Etiquette:

• Give 2-4 weeks’ advance notice
• Provide résumé/CV (& draft Statement 

of Purpose)
• Don’t be afraid to ask your 

recommender for multiple letters
• Especially if applying to 1+ program.

• Clearly explain what you are applying 
for 

• Provide a list of places you are applying to, 
deadlines, links.

What Reviewers Look For:
• Recommender demonstrates familiarity 

with applicant
• Letter is knowledgeable and specific to 

individual.
• Confirmation of applicant’s commitment 

to field and subject
• Testimony to applicant’s academic 

performance and potential
• Character description

Slide Presenter: Jinda Moore (SEASSI & SIPI)



Resources
UW Madison:
• Writing Center
• Career Services
• SuccessWorks
• UW-Madison Languages
• IRIS Awards Office

Beyond UW:
• Home university options
• Internet search

Slide Presenter: Marissa Beaty (SASLI)



Program Representatives
Wisconsin Intensive Summer Language Institutes (WISLI)
wisli@lpo.wisc.edu 

Arabic, Persian, and Turkish Language Institute (APTLI) | Intensive Summer 
Multilanguage Seminar (MULTI) |  Project GO
Kerry Uniyal, aptli@lpo.wisc.edu, multilanguage@lpo.wisc.edu, 
projectgo@lpo.wisc.edu 

Central Eurasian Studies Summer Institute (CESSI)
Sarah Linkert, cessi@creeca.wisc.edu 

South Asia Summer Language Institute (SASLI)
Marissa Beaty, sasli@lpo.wisc.edu 

Southeast Asian Studies Summer Institute (SEASSI) | Summer Intensive Portuguese 
Institute (SIPI) 
Jinda Moore, seassi@lpo.wisc.edu, sipi@lpo.wisc.edu 

Regional Flagship Language Initiatives (RFLI)
wisli@lpo.wisc.edu (we’ll connect you to the right FLI program from here!)

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowships (FLAS)
Mark Lilleleht, awards@iris.wisc.eduQ & A

mailto:wisli@wisc.edu
mailto:aptli@wisc.edu
mailto:multilanguage@wisc.edu
mailto:projectgo@lpo.wisc.edu
mailto:cessi@creeca.wisc.edu
mailto:sasli@lpo.wisc.edu
mailto:seassi@wisc.edu
mailto:sipi@lpo.wisc.edu
mailto:wisli@lpo.wisc.edu


Please contact us with further questions!

Thank You


